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Summary

This thesis is a study of " The Rele of al-Askar in Bilad
al-Sham during the sixtecenth and seventeenth centuries". It
congists of seven chapters. Chapfer I presents an analysis of
the various bibliography used in this study which includes Arabic
manuscripts, the law-court registers in Bilad al-Sham, the Arche-
ives of the office of the Prime -Minister in Istanbul, records,
annals, blographies and travelss I have also made use of modern

sources and studies beth in Arabic and English. Chapter II shows

the distribution of Ottoman military forces(particularly Janisearies)

over forts and towers in Bilad al-Sham. These forces were paid in
cash from the state treasurys In this chapter I have also dealt
with the forces set in the countryside which camc to be known as
Sipahis or Sepoyss These forces were assigned revenues of land,
taxes, etc. known as the timar system. Chapter III discusses tho
regponsibilitices of the military forces of bhoth Janissaries and
Sipahis which they carriod out in addition to their responsibili-
ties of protecting the Hadj caravan and collecting (occusionally)
the taxcs. The Askar of Bilad al-Sham played an important role

in suppressing muting and riots inside and outside Bilad al-Sham.
This chapter shows how thcse forces. took part in the state cong-
ucsts and wars over the various fronts. Chapter IV presents the
degeneration among these military forces and the factors which led
to this state of lacking control and discipline over military aff-

airs. Chapter V offers a detailed study of Sakabans movements in

g
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